
Hayati Kafe was born in Istanbul Turkey 1941. His parents were Sephardic Jews and his mother tongue Ladino or Judeospanish.

Hayati started performing professionally at the age of 16 and made his first recordings 

in 1960. His recording of the Italian song ”Segretamente” became a hit in 1961and made Hayati a teen-age idol.

He and the Turkish orchestra he worked with, traveled to Sweden in the summer of 1962 for a three-month long tour and Hayati has been living there since then.

Hayati who was the first Turkish singer to have a personal jazzprogram at Radio Istanbul, became very quickly a part of the Swedish jazz-scene and has worked with many of  the most important jazzperformers in Scandinavia.

His recording of the Bobby Darin composition ”Things” or ”Sån’t” in Swedish was a big hit in 1968 and Hayati became one of the most aftersought performers in Sweden.

Hayati has performed in all the Scandinavian countries, appeared on TV, recorded singles. LPs and CDs. He has also worked in Great Britain, Holland, Germany and France. 

He is often a feature guest with Big Bands and has co-operated, among many others, with the NDR Big Band, Hamburg, The Metropole Orchestra, Amsterdam, Rias Big Band, Berlin.

He sings mostly in Swedish and English but has started singing in his mother tongue Ladino in recent years. 

Hayati has so far co-operated with the Israeli guitarvirtuoso Liat Cohen for a concert in Paris and they are planning some concerts in the coming months. 

www.hayatikafe.com
hayati.kafe@gmail.com

